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The role of international organizations in blood transfusion

F. Lothe'

The international organizations dealing
directly with the promotion of blood transfusion
services and the problems involed are the
International Society of Blood Transfusion
(ISBT), the League of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (LORCS) and the World
Health Organization (WHO). The International
Federation of Blood Donor Organizations
(IFBDO), International Society of Haematology
(ISH), International Society for Thrombosis
and Haemostasis (ISTH) and the World
Federation of Haemophilia (WFH) deal with
special aspects of blood transfusion, while the

International Committee for Standardization
in Haematology (ICSH) and the International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) are
concerned with aspects of standardization
within blood transfusion practice. The Council
of Europe also deals with blood transfusion
problems, but has a restricted geographical
representation. International organizations
that may be a source of funding for special
projects include the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO),

! Formerly Medical Officer, Health Laboratory Technology, World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.
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and the World Bank.

Generally speaking, most of the resources
for development of blood transfusion services
must be generated within the countries them-
selves. While the word ‘resources’ may be
taken to mean initial and recurrent expenses,
it also means technical expertise, information
and reference services. The latter group of
resources may be made available fairly easily,
but the provision of major funding requires
fulfilment of the conditions specified by the
funding agencies. Thus, sound, well-formulated
proposals are usually required which are later
embodied in detailed project documents.

Such projects should be a logical part
of national health plans, and it should be
within the resources of any country concerned
to continue the service or activity after external
cooperation has ceased.

Note : Further information on contacting the
organizations discussed in this chapter
can be obtained from Health Laboratory
Technology and Blood Safety, World
Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27,
Switzerland, or from the Head of the
Blood Programme, League of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, P.O.
Box 372, 1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland.

International Society of Blood Transfusion

ISBT is a scientific society consisting
of individual members, national societies and
regional divisions. Its objectives are as follows :

® to maintain and promote high technical
and ethical standards ;

@ to contribute to the extension of knowledge
in the field of blood transfusion and related
disciplines ;

@ to provide opportunities for the presentation
and discussion of research and development
in these fields ;

@ to facilitate exchange of information between
members.

To achieve these ends, international
meetings are organized, notably the Interna-

tional Congress, and usually include some
training opportunities as well as scientific
sessions. Other promotions include the publi-
cation of the journal Vox Sanguinis, a news-
letter, educational guides on a variety of
subjects, the establishment of a code of ethics,
studies on socioeconomic aspects of blood
transfusion, automation and data processing,
and the formulation of recommendations for
an international nomenclature of blood groups.

Close collaboration is maintained with
LORCS and WHO in the field of training;
joint training courses are held and joint
documents prepared. Collaboration with other
international organizations, such as ISH and
ICSH, is increasing.

League of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies

The LORCS has a blood programme
department, and the Secretariat in Geneva is
supported and guided by an International
Group of Red Cross Blood Transfusion Experts.
The League generally works through, and
in collaboration with, the National Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies.

In more than 20 countries these societies
have a national blood programme that covers
most or all of the needs for blood and blood
products. An additional 35 national societies
have one or more blood centres, and participate
in the collection, processing, storage and
distribution of blood. Most of the 136 member
societies of the LORCS are actively engaged
in recruitment of voluntary unpaid donors.

The main purpose of the blood programme
of LORCS is to promote voluntary, nonremune-
rated blood donation throughout the world,
taking note of the principles expressed in the
“Code of ethics for blood donation and
transfusion’’ formulated by the International
Society of Blood Transfusion (see Appendix
to Chapter 15).

The services of the LORCS include :

@ giving assistance to national societies in
the establishment and development of blood
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transfusion services ;

@ cncouraging regional cooperation in the
field of blood transfusion ;

@ maintaining liaison with different interna-
tional organizations, notably WHO and
ISBT ;

@ arranging training, seminars, conferences,
and other educational activities for the
staff of blood transfusion services ;

@ providing information to National Societies
and other voluntary blood transfusion
services and to the public.

News of Red Cross activities, as well as
information on events and progress in the
field of blood transfusion, are provided in
the newsletter Transfusion International.

World Health Organization

The basic principles of WHO’s role in
the field of blood transfusion are expressed
in resolution WHAZ28.72, in which Member
States are urged :

® to promote the development of national
blood services based on voluntary nonre-
munerated donation of blood ;

® (o enact effective legislation governing the
operation of blood services and to take other
action necessary to protect and promote
the health of blood donors and of recipients
of blood and blood products ;

and in which the Director-General of WHO
is requested :

® to increase assistance to Member States
in the developement of national blood
services based on voluntary donations,
when appropriate in collaboration with
the LORCS ;

@ to assist in establishing cooperation between
countries to secure adequeate supplies of
blood and blood products based on volun-
tary donations ;

@ to take steps to develop good manufacturing
practices specifically for blood and blood
components in order to protect the health
of both donors and recipients.

Furthermore, current WHO policy in
general gives priority to the promotion of
peripheral services, rural development and
self-sufficiency in support of primary health
care in the context of the overall goal of Health
for All by the Year 2000. Accordingly, the
provision of an adequate supply of whole
blood on a countrywide basis is a priority
in the development of blood services. The
principle of self-sufficiency is observed when-
ever practicable. Training has high priority
and tends to be organized in collaboration
with LORCS and ISBT.

A booklet on the collection, fractionation,
quality control, and uses of blood and blood
products has been published, and international
reference preparations and reagents are estab-
lished and available upon request.

Requests for established WHO interna-
tional reference preparations or reagents,
free of charge for the control of national
reference preparations, may be made through
WHO or the appropriate collaborating labora-
tory (see Appendix to Chapter 10).

International Federation of Blood Donor
Organizations

The Federation is concerned with the
promotion of voluntary, nonremunerated
donation of blood, international exchange
of information and provision of news in the
field of blood transfusion through their three-
monthly publication.

The Federation is most active in such
European countries as Belgium, France, Italy
and Spain and in the countries of South
America.

International Society of Haematology

The ISH is organized on a geographical
basis and thus has American, Asian-Pacific
and European-African Divisions, which also
take turns in being responsible for the overall
administration of the Society. A particularly
important function is to promote, and give
guidance in, the training of haematologists.
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Other activities comprise facilitating inter-
national exchange of information through a
newsletter, scientific publications, the organi-
zation of international meetings, and the pro-
motion of research, standardization (including
nomenclature) and evaluation of methods.
Standardization is carried out through the
International Committee for Standardization
in Haematology.

International Society of Thrombosis and
Haemostasis

As its title suggests, ISTH is concerned
with all aspects of thrombosis and haemostasis.
Its activities comprise facilitating international
exchange of information through a newsletter,
scientific publications and the organization
of international meetings, the promotion of
training, and the coordination of research
and standardization.

The technical aspects of the Society’s
work are assured by the International Com-
mittee on Thrombosis and Haemostasis, which
deals particularly with questions such as
standardization (including nomenclature) and
evaluation of methods. In this function, close
relations are maintained with the International
Committee for Standardization in Haematology.

World Federation of Haemophilia

This Federation has as its objectives to
assist haemophiliacs and persons with related
disorders in every possible way, and to contri-
bute by all means to the solution of scientific,
technical, social and ethical problems related
to such disorders. WFH promotes the esta-
blishment of national haemophilia societies and
provides some training in this field, including
the preparation of cryoprecipitate at national
level for the treatment of haemophilia. Infor-
mation regarding activities in this field is
provided through a twice-yearly bulletin.

International Committee for Standardization
in Haematology

The ICSH is responsible for standardi-

zation in the field of blood transfusion as
well as in haematology. Its functions are to
promote and encourage improvements in
methods and standards, to maintain a forum
for communication among international
organizations, and to promote improvements
of laboratory functions in haematology and
blood transfusion. The term ‘standards’ relates
to specifications for biological and chemical
reagents or reference preparations, to reference
methods or reference procedures, to systems of
nomenclature and classification, to operating
methods, controls and calibrators for equipment
and test procedures, and other relevant matters.

Much of the work is conducted through
expert panels, task forces and standing com-
mittees in various special fields, which make
recommendations for procedures and standards.
These are subsequently published in interna-
tional journals.

International Organization for Standardization

This organization is concerned with the
development of definitions and specifications
for quality and performance of equipment and
materials. The work is carried out through
a series of international committees dealing
with special fields. Committee ISO/TC76
deals with transfusion, infusion and injection
equipment for medical use and thus with
bottles and plastic bags with fixtures and
connections for blood transfusion and infusions.
Committee ISO/TC84 is concerned with
syringes for medical use and needles for
injections.

Council of Europe

The Council of Europe has a Committee
of Experts on Blood Transfusion and Immuno-
haematology, which deals with a wide variety
of questions in these fields through a series
of subcommittees. The activities include the
establishment of :

@ rules for international exchange of blood
and blood products ;
® European Bank of Frozen Blood of Rare
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Groups, in Amsterdam ; @ preparation of documents based on ex-
@ recommendations on quality control, histo- periences in various European countries
compatibility, training, use of blood and on various subjects in the field of blood
blood products, and prevention of trans- transfusion ;
mission of disease through transfusion ; @ organization of training courses on various

@ standards for therapeitic blood products subjects in the field of blood transfusion.

and reagents ; Participation in these activities is limited
@ coordination of research, and organization to Europe, but the rules, standards and recom-
of training courses and symposia. mendations have much wider application.

91nnuada Management of Blood Transfusion Services. (Hollan SR, Wagstaff W, Leikola J, Lothe F, eds. WHO
WHO, Geneva 1996 ; 18 : 220-6)





